October. Some slight indisposition and pressing duties
have postponed my daily remarks. The President had ex-
pressed to me his intention to go to Richmond and Raleigh
on the 3d inst., and invited me to accompany him, but I
doubted if he would carry the design out, and he said on
the 3d he must postpone it for the present, which I think
will be for the season.

A vote was taken in Connecticut on Monday, the 2d, on
the proposed Constitutional Amendment to erase the word
" white" and permit the colored persons to vote. I was not
surprised that the proposition was defeated by a very de-
cided majority, yet I had expected that the question might
be carried on the strong appeal to party. But there is
among the people a repugnance to the negro, and a posi-
tive disinclination to lower the standard of suffrage. They
will not receive the negro into their parlors on terms of so-
cial intimacy, and they are unwilling to put him in the
jury-box or any political position. There are probably not
five hundred colored persons who could be made electors,
and the grievance is therefore not very great.

The defeat of the Constitutional Amendment has caused
a great howl to be set up by certain extremists, in the State
and out of it. While I might have voted affirmatively had
I been in the State, I have no wailing over the negative
results. I regret to witness the abuse of the Press and other
papers on those whom it failed to convince, and who con-
sequently voted according to their convictions. This abuse
and denunciation will tend to alienate friends, and weaken
the influence of the Union leaders in future elections.

The effect of the vote elsewhere will be to impair cen-
tralization, which has been setting in strong of late, and
invigorate State action, and in this respect the result will
be beneficent. I apprehend our extreme negro advocates
are doing serious injury to the negro in their zeal in his be-
half, and they are certainly doing harm to our system by
insisting on the exercise of arbitrary and unauthorized
power in aid of the negro.